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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Iraq
July 20, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the Iraqi emergency is to continue
in effect beyond August 2, 1999, to the Federal
Register for publication.

The crisis between the United States and Iraq
that led to the declaration on August 2, 1990,
of a national emergency has not been resolved.
The Government of Iraq continues to engage
in activities inimical to stability in the Middle

East and hostile to United States interests in
the region. Such Iraqi actions pose a continuing
unusual and extraordinary threat to the national
security and vital foreign policy interests of the
United States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to maintain in force
the broad authorities necessary to apply eco-
nomic pressure on the Government of Iraq.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 20, 1999.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 21. The notice of
July 20 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

The President’s News Conference
July 21, 1999

The President. Please be seated. Good after-
noon.

Q. Mr. President, you don’t know it, but there
is such a bright light on you—[inaudible]—we
can’t see you for the light. [Laughter]

The President. I’ve been waiting a long time
for the halo to appear. [Laughter]

Let me say, ladies and gentlemen, I have a
brief opening statement, but before I make that
and take questions, I’d like to say that, as you
might imagine, I have been briefed on this
morning’s developments in the search off Mar-
tha’s Vineyard. Again, let me commend the
Coast Guard and all the officials at the local,
State, and national level for the fine work they
have done under extremely difficult cir-
cumstances.

Again, I think we should keep our thoughts
with the families as events unfold, and my
thoughts and prayers are with them.

Today I want to make a brief statement about
the choice we face here in Washington and in
our country about how best to move forward

into the new century and what to do with the
surplus.

When we look toward the future, it is helpful
to remember at least the recent past. Six and
a half years ago, the budget deficit was $290
billion and rising. Wages were stagnant; inequal-
ity was growing; social conditions were wors-
ening. In the 12 years before I took office, un-
employment averaged more than 7 percent. It’s
almost difficult to remember what it was like.
No one really thought we could turn it around,
let alone bring unemployment to a 29-year low,
or turn decades of deficits, during which time
the debt of our country was quadrupled in only
12 years, into a surplus of $99 billion.

Our Nation has made a seismic shift in the
last 6 years, from recession to recovery, from
a crisis of confidence to a renewal of resolve,
from economic disorder to a fiscal house finally
in order. Now, as we debate what to do with
our prosperity, we face a critical choice, whether
to move forward with the fiscal discipline that
got us to where we are today or return to the
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